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^istorieal  itatemertti. 


•HE  LOUISIANA  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  Vas  founded 


by  au  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  apffc-oved  July  7,  1884. 
Under  the  provisions  of  that  Act  the  State  Board  of  Education  se- 
lected the  town  of  Natchitoches  as  the  domicile  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  and  appointed  as  itt  Board  of  Administrators  the  following 
residents  of  the  place:    David  Pierson,  E.  E.  Buckner,  L.  Caspari,  T. 
P.  Chaplin,  H.  B  Walmsley.    On  October  29,  1884,  the  Board  met, 
qualilied,  and  effected  an  organization  with  Judge  David  Pierson  as 
President.    The  position  of  President  of  the  Faculty  was  at  once 
tendered  to  Col.  S.  H.  Lockctt,  formerly  of  the  State  University,  who, 
owing  to  previous  engagement,  declined.    On  December  29,  1884, 
Dr.  Edward  E.  Sheib  of  Baltimore.  Md.,  was  elected  to  that  position, 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  25th  ol  January,  j 
1885.    Au  earnest  effort  was  made  to  organize  the  school  for  a  ses- 
sion of  two  months,  beginning  the  first  Monday  in  March;  but  this  ^ 
was  found  impracticable,  and  the  school  began  its  tirst  session  in  j 
Npveinber,  1885.    Dr.  Sheib  coutruued  in  charge  as  President  of  the  | 
Faculty  until  May.  1888,  when  he  accepted  the  chair  of  Pedagogy  in  j 
the  South  Carolina  State  Uuiversity,  and  Prof.  Alby  L.  Smith  was  j 
made  Acting  President.     By  au  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  ap-  j 
proved  June  20,  1888,  it  was  euacted,  *'That  the  Board  of  Adminis- 
trators of  the  State  Normal  School  shall  consist  of  six  competent 
white  citizens,  who  shall  be  selected  and  api)ointed  by  the  State 
Board  of  P^ducatiou,  one  from  each  of  the  tirst  five  circuits  of  the 
Courts  of  Appeals  and  one  from  the  city  of  Natchitoches."  Tlie 
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present  Board  of  Administrators,  appointed  under  this  Act,  met  at 
Natchitoches  on  July  2,  1888,  and  organized  with  Hon.  W.  H.  Wise, 
of  Bhrevcport,  as  President. 

They  tendered  the  position  of  Fresi  nt  of  the  Faculty  to 
Thomas  D.  Boyd,  Professor  ot  History  and  English  Literature  m  the 
Louisiana  State  LTniversity  and  A.  and  M.  College,  who  promptly 
accepted  the  oflSce  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 


Midlers  of  the  Ko  jir^  of  Ad  m  Im  s^t  r  attSi 
of  the,  State  ^^Qrnial  Scbftftt^ 


W.  H.  WISE,  First  Circuit, 

President 

A.  B.  Cooper.  Secoud  Circuit, 
K.  P.  Hunter,  Third  Circuit, 
*H.  L.  P^AVROT,  Fourth  Circuit, 
Don  Caffery,  Fifth  Circuit, 
Z.  T.  Gali.ion, 
Thos  D.  Boyd,  (Ex-Officio) 

'Resigned. 


Caddo  Parish 

-  Richlaud  Parish 
Rapides  Parish 
West  Baton  Rouge  Parish 
St.  Mary  Parish 
Natchitoches  Parish 
-  Natchitoches  Parish 
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EDWARD  E.  SCHEIE,  7^..  M.  Ph.  D., 

President  and  Professor  of  Ethics,  Psychology  and  Pedagogy. 

A.  L.  SMITH, 

Methods  atul  General  Pedagogy. 

B.  G.  COLE, 

Science  and  English. 

SALLIE  MAY  PHILLIPS, 

Methods  and  Practice. 

MARY  E.  WASHINCtTON, 

Geography  and  Calisthenics. 

MARY  ODALIE  EZERNACK, 

Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

LIZZIE  CARTER, 

Language. 

EMMA  OSWALT, 

Arithmetic  and  Civil  Government, 

LELIAHIGHTOWER, 

Primary  Work. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  SCHEIE, 

Music. 

Miss  LELIA  HIGHTOWER, 
Miss  EMMA  OSWALT, 
Miss  ODALIE  EZERNACK, 


GRADUATES,  Vear  1888. 

Name.  Kesklence. 


Drau.ghn,  Ida, 

Sabine  Parish 

Gabbet,  "Willie, 

Ascension  " 

IIabtz,  Cobnealia, 

Iberia  " 

Hesteb,  Anna,  - 

Claiborne  " 

IIiLL,  Rosa, 

Natchitoches" 

JOOB,  Careie, 

-    Baton  Uouge" 

Kearney,  Samitel,  - 

Natchitoches" 

McAlitn,  IjAura, 

Veruon  " 

McCr.uNO,  (Jertrude, 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Sharp,  Frank,  - 

-    Assumption  Pari 

Thrasher,  Carrie, 

Winn  " 

Walker,  Lizzie, 

Orleans  " 
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JUNIOR  CIvASS. 


13oND,  Jfssie, 
CowART,  Julia, 
CoEBiTr,  Annie, 
Cooper,  Annie, 
Dale,  A.  L., 
DoRMAN,  Martha, 
Davidson,  Maggie, 
Edgerton,  Alice, 
Fulton,  Alma  H, 
HuEY,  May, 
Hackett,  E, 
Jackson,  Annie, 
McCooK,  Laura,  - 
McLaurin,  Sorinthea, 
Russell,  Bessie,  - 
Russell,  Scharlie, 
Shields,  Alice, 
Trichel,  Leta, 
Vaughan,  I.  J., 


Lincoln  Parish 
Mobile,  Alabama 
DeSoto  Parish. 
Baton  Rouge  " 
Catahoula  " 
Bienville  " 
Tensas  ' ' 

Bienville  " 
Natchitoches  " 
Lincoln  " 
Baton  Rouge  " 
DeSoto 

Natchitoches  " 
Lincoln 
Natchitoches  " 
Natchitoches ' ' 
Baton  Rouge  " 
Natchitoches  " 
Vermillion  " 


A.  CLASS. 


Aaron,  Hannah, 
Brezeale,  Maud, 
Caspari,  Joseph, 
EzELL,  Oscar, 
Gans,  Dell  a, 
Haller,  Pauline, 
Kearney,  Nina, 
Moton,  Matt.:e, 
Percy,  Richard, 
Sandlin,  Mary, 
Sturdivant.  Eva. 


Natchitoches  Parish 
Natchitoches 
Natchitoches 
Catahoula 
Grant 

Natchitoches 
Natchitoches 
Natchitoches 
Natchitoches 
Assumption 
Orleans 
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I    Saffokd,  Hattie,  -       -        Natchitoches  Parish  ; 

Young,  Edward,     -  -       -    Catahoula  " 

B.  CI.ASS. 

Name.  Residence. 

j   Atkins,  Dora,     -  -       -       Natchitoches  Parish 

I   Carver,  Kate,        -  -       -    Natcliitoches  " 

;    Carver,  Meloe,  -       -       Natchitoches  " 

I    CosGRovE,  Louise,  -  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

Caspari,  David,  -       -       Natchitoches  " 

Garrett,  Cammie,  -       -    Assumption  "  i 

Grant,  Belle,     .  -       .       Morehouse  "  , 

'    Grayson,  Ella,       -  -       -    Iberia  " 

Herring,  Lula,  -       -       Natchitoches  " 

Johnson,  John,       -  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

j    Kearney,  Mollie,  -       -       Natchitoches  "  t| 

j    Powell,  Charlie,  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

I    QuiNBY,  Emma,  -  '     -        Ascension  I, 

I   Safford,  Whitcomb,  -       -    Natcliitoches  "        1 1 

I    Simon,  Fannie,  -       -       Natchitoches  "  | 

Smith,  Bessie,         -  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

Sullivan,  Mollie,  -       -       Natchitoches  " 

Sullivan,  Hellen,  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

Tessier,  Emma,  -       -       Naichitoches  '• 

Trichel,  Emma,      -  -       -    Natchitoches  " 

Trichel,  Kate  Lea,  -       Natchitoches  " 

Walmsley,  Rebecca,  -       -    Natchitoches  " 


1884-1885. 

Oswalt,  Emma, 

Troyville,  Catahoula  Parish 

Phillips,  Sallie  May,  - 

-    Homer,  Claiborne  Parish 

Washington,  Mary, 

Huston,  Lincoln  Parish 

1886-1887. 

EzEBNACK,  Mary  Odalie 

• 

Natchitoches  Parish 

Ford,  W.  L  ,  - 

-          -         -      Natchitoches  Parish 

FoRTSON,  Lizzie, 

-          -          -          Caddo  Parish 

Gill,  Josephine, 

-         -         -          -     Caddo  Parish 

Henry,  Alice, 

-          -          -          Union  Parish 

HiGHT,  Eugenia, 

-          -          -         -     Union  Parish 

HiGHTOWER,  LeLIA, 

Claiborne  Parish 

Ker,  Kate, 

Iberia  Parish 

Martin,  Alice, 

Baton  Rouge  Parish 

1888-'89. 

THOS.  D.  BOYD,  A.M.,  President, 
Professor  of  Psychology. 

A.  L.  SMITH, 
Methods  and  General  Pedagogy. 

Natural  Sciences. 

SALLIE  MAY  PHILLIPS, 
Methods  and  Practice. 

MARY'  E.  WASHINGTON, 
Geography  and  Calisthenics. 

MAIiY  ODALIE  EZERNACK, 
Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

LIZZIE  CARTER, 
Language. 

NELLIK  HUGHES, 
History. 

EMMA  OSWALT, 
Arithmetic. 

Mrs.  CAMILLA  BREAZEALE, 
Music. 

Practice  Department. 
Sallie  May  Phillips, 
Emma  Oswalt, 
Odalie  Ezernack. 


PRACTICE  SCHOOL. 


The  four  grades  of  the  Practice  Department  contain  some  ninety 
pupils  from  six  to  twelve  years  of  age. 
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Several  Information  in  Regard  to  % 
Me  Normal  kliool, 

 »:->oi^>K-  

Natchitoches,  containing  about  2,500  inhabitants,  is  centrally 
located,  and  is  accessible  either  by  water  or  by  rail.  The  town  is 
situated  on  CaneKiver,  which  is  navigable  for  about  one-third  of 
the  year.  Red  River,  four  miles  from  the  town,  is  navigable  all  tbe 
year  round. 

The  town  is  connected  by  a  tap  line  with  the  New  Orleans  and 
Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad.   Two  trains  arrive  daily. 

Natchitoches  is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile 
tracts  of  country  in  the  South,  and  its  climate  is  unsurpassed  for 
healthfulness.  These  facts,  together  with  the  intelligence,  refine- 
ment and  christian  character  of  its  inhabitants,  make  it  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  lor  a  Normal  School  anywhere  to  be  found. 

The  Normal  School  building  is  a  large  and  commodious  one, 
situated  on  aa  eminence  overlooking  the  town,  and  surrounding 
country.  It  was  formerly  owned  by  the  Nuns  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
but  was  purchased  by  the  town  and  parish  of  Natchitoches,and  gener- 
ously donated  to  the  use  of  the  State  Normal  School. 

The  campus,  contains  about  four  acres,  and  is  beautifully  or- 
namented with  cedars,  oaks  and  other  evergreen  trees,  affording  a 
grateful  shade  in  summer,  and  a  shelter  from  the  storms  of  winter. 

On  the  east  side  of  tbe  grounds  is  Lake  Chaplin,  which  has 
proven  a  delightful  resort  to  teachers  and  pupils  after  school  hours. 

The  grounds  contain  over  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  convert  this  into  a  park  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  building  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  Normal 
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School.  It  18  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated.  The  exterior  and 
interior  walls  are  coustnicted  of  brick. 

A  large  and  comfortable  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  school 
is  used  as  a  Boarding  Department,  lor  the  accommodation  of  those 
students  who  may  prefer  to  board  at  the  school. 

students  desiring  to  enter  the  State  Normal  School  must  pre- 
sent themselves  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  with  certificate  of 
good  moral  character;  must  declare  their  intention  of  faithfully  ob- 
serving the  regulations  of  the  school  and  of  continuing  in  the  same 
during  the  time  required  for  graduation,  unless  honorably  discharged ; 
must  certify  in  writing  their  full  intention  of  teaching  in  the  Public 
Schools  of  Louisiana  for  at  least  one  year  after  graduation,  and  must 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  Reading,  Writing,  English  Gram- 
mar, Arithmetic,  Physiology,  Geography,  and  History  of  the  United 
States. 

Students  not  prepared  to  enter  the  Junior  Class  will  be  placed 
in  Class  "A,"  where  they  are  drilled  thoroughly  in  the  common 
branches  and  given  higher  instruction  in  Science  and  English. 


Students  should  bring  with  them  for  reference  any  text  books 
they  have,  together  with  a  dictionary  and  an  atlas. 

Students  are  urged  to  bring  works  on  History,  Science  and  Lit- 
erature that  will  aid  them  in  their  work. 


The  course  of  study  covers  two  years  and  includes  Instruction 
in  tliC  following  branches :  Pra  tical  Psychology,  General  Pedagogy 
and  History  of  Education,  Methods  of  Teaching.  Arithmetic,  Geog- 
raphy, Heading,  AV^ritiug,  Drawing,  Music,  Calisthenics,  Grammar, 
History,  Si)et]ing,  with  daily  teaching  in  Training  Department. 
Higher  instruction  will  be  given  in  Literature,  History,  Phetoric  and 
Natural  Science. 

On  entering  the  school  the  students  are  placed  in  charge  of  thor- 
oughly trained  Normal  teachers,  Avhose  duty  now  is  to  teach  the  new 
students  how  to  teach  in  the  best  manner  and  the  most  approved 
methods. 

The  training  teacher,  by  illustrations  and  lectures,  i)reseuts  to 
the  class  the  methods  of  teaching  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Geography, 
etc.,  care  being  taken  tbat  the  student  always  sees  the  reason  for 
each  step  and  the  relation  that  one  step  bears  to  another. 

To  develop  the  students,  by  teaching  them  to  think  for  them- 
selves, stress  is  put  on  original  methods — they  are  encouraged  to  in- 
vent or  discover  new  devices.  In  this  way  the  work  done  is  in  part 
their  own,  and  they  take  more  interest  in  it. 

Topic  after  topic  is  in  this  manner  discussed,  explained,  illus- 
trated in  all  of  its  phases,  until  the  student  masters  it.  In  some 
Normal  Schools  this  is  the  end  of  the  instruction,  but  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  one  who  thinks  seriously  that  the  work  is  just 
begun.  Students  with  their  heads  filled  with  new  methods,  that 
they  have  never  seen  in  practice,  are  not  ready  to  go  out  and  teach. 
It  is  necessary  to  complete  this  beginning  by  actual  work  in  the 


school  room.  There  is,  therefoi'e,  in  couucctiou  with  the  Xorraal 
Department  a  Training  School  of  three  or  four  grades  under  the 
charge  of  regular  teachers  who  carry  on  the  instruction  in  accord- 
ance with  the  methods  taught  in  the  school.  Into  these  grades  the 
Training  students  go  one  hour  each  day.  They  are  given  complete 
control  of  the  room  and  are  actual  teachers  for  the  time.  Manage- 
ment and  discipliue  are  now  no  longer  tlioories  but  a  reality,  they 
go  into  practice. 

Before  a  student  gives  a  lesson  he  must  make  out  a  plan  or  out- 
line of  work  to  be  done,  according  to  a  system  given  by  the  Training 
tcaclier.  This  plan  is  looked  over  by  the  Training  feacher, 
corrections  made  and  suggestions  given  if  necessary.  When 
the  plan  is  satisfactory,  and  the  student  is  familiar  with  all  details, 
the  whole  class  of  students  go  to  the  Practice  Department,  Avhere  j 
the  lesson  is  given  to  the  children  in  the  presence  of  classmates,  | 

I  Training  teachers  and  the  regular  teacher  of  the  grade.  After  the 
lesson  they  return  to  their  own  room  where  a  critique  is  held.  The 
class  is  obliged  to  criticise  the  lessen  in  all  of  its  parts — telling, 
always,  ■«  hy  they  criticise.  All  of  this  is  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  Trainiug  teacher,  who  also  suggests,  criticises  and  di- 

\    rects  all  of  this  work. 

This  teachiug  aud  criticism  is  reduced  to  a  system,  aud  every 
teacher  must  teacli  at  least  oucc  iu  two  days. 

GRADUATION, 

j  students  after  satisfactory  completing  the  Normal  Course  and 

after  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  branches  taught  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  the  State,  and  also  in  the  studies  pursued  during 
the  Normal  Course,  are  granted  a  Diploma,  which  entitles  the  Jiolder 
to  a  State  teacher's  certificate  without  further  exam-nation. 


Lonisiana  State  NorriKtl  School. 
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DIvSCIPLIN(E:, 

It  is  presumed  that  those  wlio  attcud  (lie  Normal  School  wish  to 
prepare  to  teach.  All  who  do  uot  purpose  to  devote  themselves 
seriously  to  the  study  of  this  profession  are  advised  to  select  some 
other  pursuit.  The  authorities  of  the  Normal  School  do  not  pro- 
pose to  resort  to  compulsion.  They  expect  that  students  should 
govern  themselves,  refrain  from  all  improprieties  of  conduct,  comply 
cheerfully  with  the  regulations  of  the  Institution,  and  conform  will- 
ingly to  the  known  wishes  of  their  professors. 

Unladylike  or  ungentlemanly  conduct  will  entail  immediate  ex- 
pulsion from  the  school,  and,  under  no  circumstauces,  will  a  student, 
whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  dismiss,  be  re-admitted. 

In  the  President's  office  will  be  found  the  names  of  those  fami- 
lies that  are  willing  to  receive  students  as  boarders.  No  rooms  must 
be  engaged  without  the  President's  approval.  Young  gentlemen 
must  board  in  town,  where  thev  will  be  able  to  obtain  board  at  from 
$12  to  $14.  Young  ladies  can  obtain  board  at  similar  rates,  but 
they  are  advised  to  take  quarters  at  the  Students'  Club  House. 
This  building  opens  directly  into  the  main  building,  and  its  inmates 
are  not  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  They  have,  also, 
the  use  of  the  parlor,  reading  room  and  library,  music  hall  and  ex- 
tensive grounds  at  all  times. 

The  "  Club  "  system,  it  is  believed,  gives  the  most  satisfaction 
for  the  least  outlay.  The  expenses  are  redu  od  to  the  actual  cost  of 
living,  the  members  of  the  Club  receiving  just  what  they  pay  for. 

Lady  students  desiring  to  join  the  Club  will  have  furnished 
them  bedsteads,  mattress,  study  table,  washstand,  bowl,  pitcher,  and 
chair.    Each  pupil  is  expected  to  briug  with  her  pillows,  bedcloth- 
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ing,  towels  and  napkins,  all  plainly  marked  witli  her  own  name. 
!    Board  in  the  Club  will  amount  to  from  $10  to  .$12. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  form  a  similar  club  in  town  for  young 
men,  who  can  then  board  tor  ifelO  per  month. 

The  Literary  Society  meets  on  Friday  nights,  and  the  member- 
ship is  limited  to  the  regular  students  of  the  Normal  Department, 
The  society  is  managed  entirely  by  the  students.  Music  is  an  impor- 
tant feature,  and  literary  effort  is  encouraged  both  by  debate  and 
by  essays. 

I  iftSilf^  ! 

In  the  Reading  Room  there  are  about  2,000  standard  works  on 
j    History,  Science  and  Literature,  Encyclop;edia,  and  reference  works 
I    of  all  kinds.    Popular  magazines  and  leading  educational  journals 
are  on  file.    This  room  is  open  to  all  students,  both  as  a  reading 

'    room  and  for  reference  work. 

I 

SCHOOjL  lERM, 

The  next  term  of  the  school  will  begin  on  Monday,  October  1, 
1888. 

Examinations  for  admission  will  be  held  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, and  all  candidates  are  required  to  be  present.    The  term  closes    [  1 
the  last  Tuesday  in  April,  1889.  I 

There  are  no  recitations  on  Saturdays,  otherwise  the  term  will 
continue  without  a  break,  excepting  for  National  holidays  and  the 
Christmas  week. 

School  opens  at  9  a.  m.  and  continues  until  2:30  with  one  inter- 
mission. 


LniiisiaiKi  Sfii/c  Koriiidl  School. 


17 


Ha^'to  Come  to  Natchitochet^ 

Sludeuts  comiug  to  Natchitoches  by  railroad  i)rocure  tickets  to 
Prudhomme,  Avhere  they  make  connectiou  with  the  Natch  itoches 
railroad.    'I'hosc  coming  by  boat  stop  at  (J rand  Pvcore,  on  lied  liiver, 

iXPENSEi, 

Outside  of  board  and  the  necessary  books  there  are  few  ex- 
penses.   The  TUITION  is  free. 

Students  attending  the  school  have  kept  their  expenses  below 
one  hundred  dollars. 

Students  wishing  to  enter  the  Normal  School  would  do  well  to 
write  to  the  President  at  once  for  such  information  as  they  desire. 


Address  to  the  Teopleof  Louisiana.. 


I  feel  that  iu  acceptiug  the  presideucy  of  the  State  Normal  School    j  | 
of  Louisiana  I  assume  no  ordinary  responsibilif  y  ;  for  upon  the  sue-  I 
cess  of  this  institution  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  the  future  eflfi-  il 
ciency  of  the  public  schools  of  this  State.    Such  institutions  have  j 
been  found  an  indispensable  requisite  to  the  proper  advancement  of 
public  education  in  other  lands ;  and  the  Act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  1884,  by  which  this  institution  was  founded,  is  an  encourag- 
ing sign  that  our  law-makers  are  alive  to  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  means  of  disseminating  cducaliou  among  the  masses  of  our  peo- 
ple. 

Weighed  down  by  an  oppressive  debt,  her  people  not  yet  fully 
recovered  from  the  ravages  of  war  and  the  horrors  of  reconstruc- 
tion, Louisiana  is  poorly  prepared  to  give  to  all  her  children  the  ed- 
ucation which  modern  progress  demands.  Her  public  schools  are 
not  what  her  people  would  wish  them  to  be  either  in  number  or  in 
the  quality  of  their  instruction.  To  increase  the  number  of  schools 
or  the  length  of  school  terms  would  require  an  expenditure  which 
neither  the  State  nor  the  parishes  can  afford.  To  improve  the  qual- 
ity of  their  instruction  is  the  aim  of  the  State  Normal  School.  This 
it  proposes  to  do  by  training  teachers  for  the  public  schools,  lis 
facvdty,  composed  of  nine  able  and  experienced  instructors,  gives  to 
the  student  thorough  training  in  the  most  approved  methods  of 
teaching  the  ordinary  branches  of  a  common  school  education;  and 
its  practice  department — a  model  graded  school — affords  the  student 
an  opportunity  to  observe,  and  to  take  part  in,  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  those  methods. 

It  is  believed  that  nowhere  else  in  the  South  can  teachers  obtain 
this  thorough  preparation  for  their  life  work  at  such  moderate  cost. 
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In  many  inslances  the  total  expense  pci-  session  of  seven  months  has 
been  less  than  one  hundred  dollars.  And  the  value  of  the  training 
received  at  the  State  Normal  School  is  shown  by  the  number  and 
charactor  of  the  students  in  attendance  duriug  the  three  short  years 
of  its  existence 

Its  usefulness  in  the  past,  and  the  ability  of  its  present  corps  of 
instructors,  furnisli  the  best  guarantee  of  its  success  in  the  future. 
But  that  success  cannot  be  achieved  without  the  earnest  sympathy 
and  active  co-operation  of  all  classes  of  our  people. 

It  is  to  the  people  and  to  the  public  press  that  we  appeal  for 
support  in  our  efforts  to  build  up  in  Louisiana  an  institution  that 
shall  be  the  peer  of  any  Normal  College  in  the  United  States;  an  in- 
stitution from  whose  walls  shall  go  forth  each  vear  scores  of  trained 
teachers  to  infuse  new  life  into  our  public  schools. 

Consecrated  to  the  cause  of  popular  education,  they  will  carry 
their  enthusiasm  into  every  nook  and  corner  of  our  State,  and  will 
hasten  the  coming  of  that  day  when  every  Louisiana  child  can  ac- 
quire at  home  the  elements  of  an  education  ;  when  in  every  valley 
and  on  every  hill-top  the  school-house  will  invite  the  sturdy  toiler 
of  the  Northwest  to  settle  in  our  midst  and  reclaim  our  waste  places; 
when  our  Colleges  and  Universities,  freed  from  their  burdensome 
preparatory  departments,  Avill  be  enabled  to  compete  with  older  in- 
stitutions in  other  lauds  ;  and  when  our  beloved  State  will  lead  the 
van  in  the  march  of  enlightened  Christian  progress,  not,  as  in  the 
past,  by  paying  heavy  tribute  to  the  schools  of  other  States,  but  by 
l)atrouizing  and  fostering  her  own. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  D.  BOYD, 

PfiEsr')ENT  State  Normal  School. 

Xnfchttochcn,  La.,  Ju'ij,  1SS8. 
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